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» Epiphany holiday in St. Petersburg took a chilly plunge Monday.
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channels between Isragl and Syria over
the future of the Golan Heights, which
I srael captured during the 1967 war.

Turkey wants to engage Hamas to
achieve a long-term peace accord be-
tween Israel and the Pal estinians, sothe
BU sees Ankaraas an important line of
communication with Hamas|eaders.

Speaking in Brusselson Monday, So-
lana defended the European rolein the
crisis. "l think the EU has been engag-
ingfromthevery beginning intrying to
find asolution,"hesaid. " Intheend, the
cease-fire was in cooperation with
Egypt, which is a country that had a
very important roleto play and we sup-
ported them.”

The BU, Solana added “will be will-
ing to help in any manner necessary:
humanitarian and reconstruction as-
sistance, but also on the ground.”

But that is far from easy for Euro-
peans who have reduced infrastructure
aidintheregionafter muchof their pre-
vious efforts was tumed to rubble in
past Israeli assaullts.

The BU spent €550 million, or $720
million, to support the Palestinians in
2007, thelast full year for which figures
are available, but it has refused to deal
with the Hamasgovernment in Gaza. It
spent nothing on infrastructure for the
Palestinian Authority in 2003,2004and
2006, and only €40.5 million in 2005.

European diplomats said Monday
that they expected adonors' conference
would take up the challenge of rebuild-
ing the Gaza Strip after the massive de-
struction wrought by the Israelis. But

Gunman kills'lawyer
In Chechnya case

_ Journalist also dies

In'M oscowattack

By Michael Schwirtz

MOSCOW: The lawyer who recently
fought against the early release of a
former Russian tank commander im-
prisoned for murdering a young
Chechen woman was shot and killed
Monday in a brazen daylight assassina-
tion by agunmanincentral Moscow,of-
ficialssaid,

The lawyer, Stanislav Markelov, had
attempted a last-minute appeal against
the release of the former comrnander,
Yuri Budanov, a decorated Russian
Army colonel before he wasstripped of
his rank, who wasfreed Thursday.

Anastasia Baburova, ajournalist who
was with Markelov, was also shot and
killed, according to a spokeswomanfor
NovayaGazeta, anewspaper highly crit-
ical of the govemment, where Babur-
ova, 25, worked as afreelancer. Officias
say they do no believe shewasatarget.

"Investigatorsarelooking intovarious
theories, including that the murder was
linked to thevictim's professional activ-
ities,” Vladimir Markin,aspokesmanfor
the investigativewing of the Prosecutor
Generai's Office; said of Markelov. [

Contract killings ordered by politi-
ciansand businessinterestsarenot un-
common in Russia, but even so, the au-
dacity of Markelov's killing surprised
Some commentators.

"Even when organized crime in the
1990s was rampant; such a killing
would have been considered bold and
horrific,” said a correspondent from
Vedti television.

And Markelov, 34, appears to have
compiled a long list of potential en-
emiesin adecade-long legal career fo-
cused mainly on human rights and so-
cial justice cases. In 2004, he was
attacked by agroup of young meninthe
Maoscow subway and was hospitalized.

Mogt recently, he had gained promi-
nence representing the family of Elza
Kungayeva, an 18-year-old Chechen
woman, whom Budanov admitted to
strangling in his quarters in March
2000, just asthesecond post-Sovietwar
in Chechnyawas beginning to rage. He
wassentenced to 10 yearsin prison, but

‘given early parolefor good behavior.

Markelov was shot near the building
in central Moscow where he had just
told reportersat a newsconference that
he might filean appeal to the European
Court of Human Rights against Budan-
ov's early release.

In aninterview last week with The
New Yok Times, Markelov said he
might also file alawsuit against the ad-
ministration of the prison where
Budanov washeld.

The decision to release Budanov has
reignited long-simmering tensions after
nearly a decade of intermittent war in

the restive southem Russian republic of
Chechnya, sparking street protests and
outrage among both human rights
groupsand the Chechen leadership, two
groups that areoften in conflict.

But Budanov was also revered by na-
tionalists as a Russian hero who helped
wageabloody but necessary war against
separatist rebel sin Chechnya. Some now
see Markelov's murder as payback for
hisefforts agai nst the former colonel.

“The murder of Markelov | consider
a bold open warning by the ‘party of
war' to democratic Russa: Nudri
Nukhazhiev, Chechnya's human rights
ombudsman, said i n astatement.

Lela Khamzayeva,another lawyer for
Kungayeva’s family, was adamant.
however, that the murder could not be
linked to his connection to Budanova,
since his role during the actual pro-
ceedings against the former colonel
was. by her words. "insignificant."

"If someone is trying to link this
murder with Markelov's participation
in the Budanov case, well, that's just ri-
diculous,”" shesaid.

Markelov has been involved in many
other contentious cases.

He worked closdly with Anna
Politkovskaya, an investigative journa-
list with Novaya Gazeta, who was both
revered and reviled for her strongly
critical coverage of Russias policiesin
Chechnya He often defended the in-
terests of those, like Kungayeva, who
became ensnared in the violent and of-
ten arbitrary military justice of the
Chechen conflict or thetyrannical rule
of Chechnyainthewar's aftermath,

"He handled almost every case
opened as aresult of the work of Anna
Politkovskaya," said Nadezhda Prusen-
kova, a spokeswoman for Novaya Gaz-
eta,

Politkovskaya was killed in her
apartment building i n October 2006.

The trial against three men charged
with organizing her killing is ongoing.
Her killer hasyet to be detaiued.

s Inquiry urged in Audria

A human rights group is urging the
Russian and Austrian authorities to in-
vestigatethe murder of a Chechen man
who, they say, claimed that the Krem-
lin-backed leader of Chechnya person-
ally tortured him, The Associated Press
reported from Moscow.

Umar Israilov,aformer bodyguardof
the Chechen president, Ramzan
Kadyrov, fled to Austria and was
gunned downin Vienna last Tuesday..

Tatyana Lokshina of the Moscow of-
ficeof Human RightsWatch said Friday
that an “urgent and detailed" investiga-
tion was needed to bring Israilov's
killers to justice.

The Vienna public prosecutor's of-
fice said it had no proof that Israilov
was killed by a hit man or that the
killingwas political.
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