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President
Ilham Aliyev
19 Istiqlaliyyat Street
Baku AZ1066, Azerbaijan
Fax: + 994 12 492 0625
Email: office@pa.gov.az

Dear President Aliyev,
We are writing as human rights defenders, supporters of Amnesty International, concerned about the situation of 
Arif and Leyla Yunus.
Azerbaijani human rights defender Leyla Yunus and her husband Arif Yunus have been sentenced to eight-and-a-
half and seven years in prison, respectively, on 13 August. 
Leyla Yunus and Arif Yunus suffer from serious health problems and their health has deteriorated further during 
detention and pre-trial proceedings. During the court hearing on 13 August Arif Yunus lost consciousness. A 
previous court hearing on 3 August had to be postponed until 5 August after Arif Yunus fainted as a result of high 
blood pressure. He suffered two strokes in April 2014 and his family fears that he may not survive another stroke. 
Leyla Yunus has been diagnosed with diabetes and hepatitis C and has reduced vision in her left eye. She has 
not received adequate medical care in prison and the authorities have refused to transfer her to a hospital. She 
has reported being threatened, harassed and ill-treated after asking for medical care.
Therefore we are calling you
 to immediately and unconditionally release Arif Yunus and Leyla Yunus as they are prisoners of conscience, 
imprisoned solely for their legitimate human rights work and criticism of the government;
 to ensure that Arif Yunus and Leyla Yunus urgently receive all necessary medical treatment, and, pending their 
release, are transferred to hospital if required;
 to ensure the full respect for, and protection of, the right to freedom of expression in Azerbaijan.
Please inform us about the intentions of the Government in regard.
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